
 

 

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

This article was downloaded by:
On: 24 January 2011
Access details: Access Details: Free Access
Publisher Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-
41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Journal of Liquid Chromatography & Related Technologies
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713597273

Lest We Exaggerate
Jack Cazes

To cite this Article Cazes, Jack(1983) 'Lest We Exaggerate', Journal of Liquid Chromatography & Related Technologies, 6:
9, 1557 — 1558
To link to this Article: DOI: 10.1080/01483918308064874
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01483918308064874

Full terms and conditions of use: http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf

This article may be used for research, teaching and private study purposes. Any substantial or
systematic reproduction, re-distribution, re-selling, loan or sub-licensing, systematic supply or
distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.

The publisher does not give any warranty express or implied or make any representation that the contents
will be complete or accurate or up to date. The accuracy of any instructions, formulae and drug doses
should be independently verified with primary sources. The publisher shall not be liable for any loss,
actions, claims, proceedings, demand or costs or damages whatsoever or howsoever caused arising directly
or indirectly in connection with or arising out of the use of this material.

http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~content=t713597273
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01483918308064874
http://www.informaworld.com/terms-and-conditions-of-access.pdf


JOURNAL OF LIQUID CHROMATOGRAPHY, 6 ( 9 )  , 155 7- 1558 ( 1983) 

LEST WE EXAGGERATE ...... 
How often do we r u n  across phrases in technical publications tha t  
refer  t o  quantity or  degree of ...... which are  obviously not 
quantitative a t  a l l ,  b u t  are merely used t o  impress someone o r  
emphasize an experimental conclusion? Non-specific terms are  used 
to  represent real quant i t ies .  One wonders, for  instance, how many 
experts were consulted when an author concluded tha t ,  "most author- 
i t i e s  agree tha t  ......" 
Ried's Table t h a t  attempts t o  assign absolute values t o  non-specific 
descriptions. 

Here's an adaptation of Ried's Table. 

I recently came across a l i s t  known as 

Description 

One 
Only one 
A couple 
A few 
Quite a few 
Sever a 1 
Many 
Most ("most authori t ies")  
Half a dozen 
About half a dozen 
A l o t  
Quite a l o t  
A whole lo t  
Ten 
Around ten 
A dozen 
About a dozen 
A bunch 
A whole bunch 
Two dozen 
About two dozen 
A few hundred 
A couple of hundred 
Two o r  three hundred 
Most 
A majority 

Value 

1 
1 
2 - 4  
3 - 5  
3 - 6  
3 - 9  
3 - 8  
4 - 6  
5 - 7  
4 - 8  
6 - 10 
7 - 11 
8 - 17 
9 - 11 
7 - 13 

11 - 13 
9 - 15 
8 - 15 
9 - 19 

22 - 26 
2 1  - 27 

101 - 201 
101 - 202 
140 - 275 
10 - 20% 

50% i- 1 
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A clear majority 
A vast majority 
An overwhelming majority 
Almost all 
Practically all 
A1 1 
Absolutely all 
100% o f  those tested 
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5 1% 
52 - 60% 
61 - 70% 
71 - 75% 
76 - 80% 
81 - 85% 
86 - 90% 
91 - 95% 

Jack Cazes, 
Editor 
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